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AFCARS
The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS)
Background:

Sec. 422. [42 U.S.C. 622] (a) In order to be eligible for payment under this subpart, a
State must have a plan for child welfare services which has been developed jointly by
the Secretary and the State agency designated pursuant to subsection (b)(1), and which
meets the requirements of subsection (b).

(17)[90] not later than October 1, 2007, describe the State standards for the
content and frequency of caseworker visits for children who are in foster care
under the responsibility of the State, which, at a minimum, ensure that the
children are visited on a monthly basis and that the caseworker visits are well-
planned and focused on issues pertinent to case planning and service delivery to
ensure the safety, permanency, and well-being of the children; [91]

Is there a state standard or just DCS policy for FCM visits?

The above Section 422(b)(17) of the Act requires agencies administering titles IV-B and
IV-E to describe standards for monthly caseworker visits with children in foster care. At
a minimum, the standards are to ensure that caseworker visits are well-planned and
focused on issues pertinent to case planning and service delivery to ensure the safety,
permanency and well-being of the child. Visits may be conducted by any caseworker
with whom the title IV-B/IV-E agency has assigned or contracted case management or
visitation responsibilities and must be held face-to-face. Within these parameters, the
agency may determine which caseworkers are appropriate to conduct the visits.

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) collects case-
level information from state and tribal title IV-E agencies on all children in foster care
and those who have been adopted with title IV-E agency involvement. Title IV-E
agencies are required to submit AFCARS data semi-annually to the Children's Bureau.
The AFCARS report periods are October 1 through March 31 and April 1 through
September 30.



Federal Definitions of Foster Care:

Pre-Adoptive Home—A home in which the family intends to adopt the child. The
family may or may not be receiving a foster care payment or an adoption subsidy
on behalf of the child.
Foster Family Home (Relative)—A licensed or unlicensed home of the child's
relatives regarded by the title IV-E agency as a foster care living arrangement for
the child.
Foster Family Home (Non-Relative)—A licensed foster family home regarded by
the title IV-E agency as a foster care living arrangement.
Group Home—A licensed or approved home providing 24-hour care for children
in a small group setting that generally has from seven to twelve children.
Institution—A child care facility operated by a public or private agency and
providing 24-hour care and/or treatment for children who require separation from
their own homes and group living experience. These facilities may include:

* Child care institutions;

+ residential treatment facilities;

* maternity homes; etc.
Supervised Independent Living—An alternative transitional living arrangement
where the child is under the supervision of the agency but without 24 hour adult
supervision, is receiving financial support from the child welfare agency, and is in
a setting which provides the opportunity for increased responsibility for self care.
Runaway—The child has run away from the foster care setting.
Trial Home Visit—The child has been in a foster care placement, but, under title
IV-E agency supervision, has been returned to the principal caretaker for a
limited and specified period of time.
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